
One person can make a difference, and everyone should try. 
- John F. Kennedy - 

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT MORSE 

Hello Parents, Guardians, Staff and Students, 
  

As a result of the state-wide shut down of schools mandated by Governor Sununu the district began remote learning 
in early March.  Oyster River teachers and support staff had 3 days to prepare for a two-week shutdown that 
eventually ran the remainder of the school year.  The shut-down had a dramatic impact on families, teachers, and 
students.  As we ended the school year a survey was sent out to the entire school community. Parallel surveys were 
sent to parents and guardians, teachers and paraeducators, and students in grades 5-12.  The purpose of the surveys 
was to collect data on how we can improve the remote learning experience for our students, should we be forced into 
remote learning next fall or winter. 

I want to thank our teachers, paraeducators, support staff, directors, and administrators for everything they did over 
these past twelve weeks.  Our school nutrition staff and bus drivers became a visible and unifying presence to the 
community.  Our custodians continued to clean the buildings to the highest standards of cleanliness.  Our teachers 
and paraeducators gave parents a sense of stability during a time of pandemic.  Our administrators and directors kept 
the focus on students by supporting teachers and staff and providing the resources needed to be as successful as 
possible.  It is important to remember that no one has ever tried to educate an entire state via remote learning; some 
states never even tried.  It is a credit to the State of New Hampshire that we did not abandon our students when they 
needed us most.  Having given credit where credit is due, there is much room for improvement. 

Preliminary take-aways from the surveys: 

• We had an excellent response rate across all groups, so although the survey was not scientific in design, it did 

reveal areas where we can grow. 

• We need to establish clear expectations that are both rigorous and consistent. 

• We need to modify our structure to meet the demands of remote learning by PK-4, 5-8 and 9-12.  One size does 

not fit all.  As an example, Re-Learning Fridays makes sense at the high school level, but has little use in K-4. 

• We need to re-define the master schedule at the middle school and elementary schools, so the unified arts/encore 

class expectations are consistent. 

• We need to continue to refine expectations and training related to Schoology.  It was a unifying platform received 

well by parents and especially by students.  Parents need access, the integration with PowerSchool is important, 

and grades need to be uploaded regularly. 

• We need to place much more focus on student/teacher interaction.  Students were very clear that their 

motivation increased when interacting with teachers. 

• We must be more consistent, whether using synchronous learning, Bobcat time or Advisor time that students 

spend time with their teachers. 

• We must find ways for students and their teachers to interact on Social Emotional Learning activities.  Again, 

students were very clear that they enjoyed the teacher/ students contact. 
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• We must continue to be diligent and consistent across the grades when communicating.  We increased our efforts 

overall during the pandemic and they were well received by a good percentage of respondents with some 

expressing there was too much communication at times. 

• We need to make sure everyone is following the social distancing rules and that appropriate PPE is available and 

used faithfully. 

• We will continue to analyze the open responses to all questions but, I want to draw your attention to the last 
question of the survey.  Given what you know about COVID-19 how comfortable would you be sending (parents) 

or coming to school (students & staff) in the fall? 

 

o The results are disconcerting given that approximately 18% of parents, 10% of students and 20% of 

teachers would not feel comfortable with a traditional opening of school in the fall. 
o Added to this response, 47% of parents, 45% of the students, and 56% of the staff do not know for sure if 

they will be comfortable with a return to school.  Clearly, they are waiting to see what the situation is as 

we approach the fall.  These responses cause me deep concern about opening school next fall.  I will ask 

this specific question in mid-July and in August as this question, more than any other, will impact the 

Board’s decision about opening school next fall.  We will also need to balance our decision with, of course, 

the recommendations from the NH Department of Education and emergency orders from our Governor. 

I have had a little over 24 hours to go over the survey. These are my initial reactions.  We have much to do to improve 

the remote learning experience of our students.  Given the time to plan this summer, the experience will be more 

defined with clear expectations, should we have to go back to remote learning. 

Below are the links to the survey results. 

Parent/Guardian Survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-QM6K7YQF7/ 

Student Survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-BRFJ3SYF7/ 

Teacher, tutor and paraeducator survey: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-8WD62LQF7/ 

Department Staff survey:  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-NL7MHSYF7/ 

 

The District would like to take this opportunity to list the contractors from New Hampshire that are helping to make 

our new middle school a reality. Please see the map following this listing. 

Jeremy Hiltz Excavating – Ashland Mas-Con Corp - Laconia Harris Rebar – Canaan 

Granite State Plumbing & Heating - Weare Premier Concrete – Wilton Granite State Glass – Gilford 

Daniels Electric Corp. – Gilford Northeast Masonry – Concord Lang Door & Hardware -Hooksett 

Novel Iron Works – Greenland Hampshire Fire Protection – Londonderry Stanley Elevator Company - Nashua 

Cushing & Sons Water Wells and Systems - Walpole  
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Attending my first Annual Nutrition Conference back in 1993, I was amazed there were roughly 6,000 
people attending a conference who all shared a common goal.  It was also impressive that my colleague from 
Maine was on stage with "The Fonz" getting her Louise Sublette Award of Excellence for the North East 
Region. Following that conference, I embraced my job as a satellite manager in a small elementary school, 
attained my School Nutrition certification, and never looked back.  

Since March 17th we have been serving 450-500 breakfasts and 500-600 lunches each day. On Monday and 
Wednesday of most weeks we prepare and serve meals for 2 days, and on Friday we prepare and serve 
meals for one day.  We had only one day of chaos before we had devised a system that allowed us to move 
forward and run like a well-oiled machine. I relayed to my staff that in my 27 years in this business, and 
before COVID-19, a fire drill at lunch time was my only crisis. I am so proud of how my staff, along with the 
paraeducators and bus drivers, all pulled together to produce, serve, pack and deliver meals to homes. My  
expectation was that  many families would sign up to receive meals for a few weeks and then it would start 
to drop off or they would get tired of our food, but I am proud to say that our numbers have remained steady. 
Additionally, what I did not expect was the outpouring of love, gratitude, and pictures from parents of kids 
happily enjoying our meals and the feeling of family in our community. We are not only providing much 
needed nutrition, but we are also linking our students to the life that they lost when our schools closed for 
the year. I have always felt pride and satisfaction at my job, but this situation has brought so much joy to my 
heart. I am thankful every single day for my incredible staff and the family that we have built in our district. 
These are our kids; these are our families.  

 
Our End 68 Hours of Hunger program will continue to distribute weekly grocery bags during the summer 
months. Regular delivery will continue until June 12th. After that, bags can be picked up at the high school 
or volunteers will deliver to your home if you do not have transportation during the day. Please email Doris 
Demers at ddemers@orcsd.org if you have questions, or you can call at 603-389-3310.  If you are already 
receiving bags, we need to know if you would like to continue through the summer. If you would like to sign 
your children up please send us your name, names of your children that need bags, address, and 
specify whether you can pick up or need delivery to your home. Weekly bags contain about $15 worth 
of groceries and items are basic so most children can prepare meals themselves if needed. There is no 
income qualification for this program. If you need help, we are here for you. 
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REACH in a Box Update 

Two weeks ago, REACH In-a Box was announced.  For those of you unfamiliar, REACH In-a-Box is a program 

offered in collaboration between Durham Parks and Recreation and the ORCSD that provides campers with 

a weekly theme and a camp box packed with supplies for each of the daily activities and projects. REACH 

instructors will also provide virtual instruction once or twice a week. The goal of this weekly camp box is to 

keep kids and families busy, outside, and active, while limiting instruction time spent in front of a screen.  

Although REACH In-a Box is not the same as the traditional REACH Program it is hoped that it will meet 

many of the summer camp needs of the children in the community.  REACH intends to be back to normal for 

the summer of 2021. 

We are pleased to report that interest in the REACH In-a Box program has been very high. Within the first 

week all weekly REACH In-a Box camps had filled up.  This is a good problem to have.  We are in the process 

of reviewing the program to determine our capacity to expand opportunity in our camps.  Please understand 

that one of the issues we are looking at is our capacity to expand.  Access to materials and increased 

instructor/coordinator time are key areas we are reviewing.  Once we determine our capacity we will add 

as many kids on the “wait-list” as we can manage. 

Please check out the Reach In-a-Box Flyer included in this newsletter for additional information. 

Thank you and stay healthy. 

 

 

Michelle Pennelli ~ French Thank you slideshow... 
 

Kai’s and my French students in 7th and 8th grade did a Thank you project, inspired by the song, 

 À Nos Héros du Quotidien (To Our Everyday Heroes) by the French musician, Soprano. 

 

 

https://sau5-

my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/mpennelli_orcsd_org/EQsYDwQyZVxMmS6dOzGIj2EB

3q4NP5wNaEJGYD0Gl3anOg?e=JNfrUG 

 

 

 

 

      Todd Allen, Assistant Superintendent 
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Over the next few months, some of you may have decided to make long-awaited trips. However, it is important to 

remember that the CDC continues to discourage nonessential travel, and NH Department of Health and Human 

Services (NHDHHS) strongly discourages travel outside of NH, VT, and ME. It can be challenging to resist the usual 

summer activities. If the trip is deemed necessary, the next step is to plan carefully. Without a vaccine, all health risks 

cannot be completely mitigated. Traveling with masks, hand sanitizer, and maintaining social distancing can help 

protect yourself and your family. Public transportation, such as buses, trains, or subways, pose a significant health 

risk and should be avoided. There are some benefits to driving, such as having more control over your surroundings 

and your environment. To make your road trip safer, minimize the number of stops by packing as much food as 

possible or using facilities when filling up on gas. If you are planning an overnight road trip, plan your overnight stops 

in hotels or motels without elevators or buffets, and try to pick lodging with windows that can be opened. Next to 

sleeping in your own home, the next best option this summer is to give camping a whirl! Unlike buses and trains, 

planes have high-particular efficiency air (HEPA) filters to help remove particulates from the air. Still, they are not 

effective against pathogen activity immediately surrounding you. Fortunately, airlines are limiting capacity and 

encouraging social distancing by seating patrons every other seat. When you return from your trip, the CDC 

recommends that your family self-quarantines for 14 days. Monitor everyone in your home for signs and symptoms 

of COVID-19 infection. Should any signs and symptoms arise, contact your primary care provider. If you plan to travel, 

review the CDC website for the most up to date information. 

CDC Travel FAQs 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/faqs.html 

Domestic Travel: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/travel-in-the-us.html 

Check the guidelines at your destination before you head out: 

https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/healthdirectories/healthdepartments.html 

International travel: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/map-and-travel-notices.html 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/from-other-countries.html

Your ORCSD Nursing Department 

Shelia Koutelis, RN, Moharimet skoutelis@orcsd.org 
Katherine Moore, RN, Mast Way kmoore@orcsd.org 
Erin Pasay, RN, ORMS   epasay@orcsd.org 
Mike Hope, LPN, ORMS   mhope@orcsd.org 
Kim Wolph, RN, PEP/ORHS  kwolph@orcsd.org 
Kim Langlois, LPN, PEP/ORHS  klanglois@orcsd.org 
Lucy Garfield, RN, Flex   lgarfield@orcsd.org 
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         Kim Donovan, Endeavor Language Arts Teacher Announces Courtney Giroux as 
Scholastic National Writing Award Recipient 

 

Maybe? 
By Courtney Giroux 

 

I identify as Chinese, yet I am an American citizen. 
Then which am I? 

Chinese? 
American? 

Or even both? 
 

Maybe? 
Maybe. 

 

No, I am not fluent in Mandarin. 
No, my hair is not blonde, and my eyes are not blue. 

No, my parents don’t look like me.  
But does that make me not Chinese? 

 

Maybe? 
Maybe. 

 

Yes, I am fluent in English. 
Yes, my home is in the United States. 

Yes, I am an American citizen. 
But does that make me American? 

 

Maybe? 
Maybe. 

 

I am a complete American citizen. 
But I can never argue that I was born in America 
to ignorant people who say I am not American. 

Why do they think I am not American? 
 

Because I don’t look like them? 
Because I wasn’t born in America? 
Because looks define who you are? 

 

No. 
No, they don’t. 

 

But everyone makes snap judgements, no matter if they want to or not. 
But looks can be deceiving. 

But they can also say everything. 
 

But in the end, does any of this matter? 
 

Maybe? 
Maybe. 
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Pam Felber ~ Mast Way Expression Session 
 

https://flipgrid.com/s/b664f93285ff 
 

 

Additional Resources:  

https://www.ci.durham.nh.us/fridayupdate/friday-updates-may-29-2020  

 

If the SAU can be of service, please contact: 

Superintendent ~ Dr. Jim Morse at jmorse@orcsd.org 

Assistant Superintendent ~ Todd Allen at tallen@orcsd.org 

Director of Student Services ~ Catherine Plourde at cplourde@orcsd.org 

Business Administrator ~ Susan Caswell at scaswell@orcsd.org 
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